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C . U . F . O . N. 

PREFACE 

This is the experimental issue of "The Conputer UFO Newsletter •, a ne w 

publication particularly devoted to applications of electronic data 

processin g to ufolo gy . 

A different newsletter , the first of such a Kind in all over the world . 

We will not ?ublish -�nly papers about hardware a�d software, 

word-processin g and database pr· ograms : subjects directly 1 inKed with 

UFOs will be presented, even thou gh at informative level. 

The newsletter is directed to all those who have a home/personal 

computer or able to maKe use of a lar·ger system ( mainframe, for 

instance ) • 

Its existence depends on their own contribution, as it will be a 

product of them . 

I n t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e . a 1 1 o f - y o u a r e i n v i t e d t o s u p p 1 y c o mme n t s , i d e as , 

papers on the worK you are carrying out or just planned by your own 

computer . 

The chief matters developed in the newslltter will be : 

-1- presentation of worKs prepared < or planned ) through a computer 

-2- the search for a common codification procedure and - parallely - a  

common database 

- 3 - the survey about a possibility of data exchange among different 

computers 

-4- the census of computer avaiable to ufologists 

-5- the possibility of networK linKed via modem 

, ,  
- 6 - proposals for mode 1 �.1 statistical processing with applications of 

existing pro grams for home/personal computers 

Moreover , exchange of s oftware and personal experiences with computer 

will be taKen into consideration . 

The newsletter is to be publ ished 4/S times per year < but without 

fixed frequence ), in English language , 10/15 pages for issue initially 

: for special papers will be accepted the French one. 

English-speaKing friends would please excuse the several mistaKes o f  

gra�r , syntax and orthography included in the text. Unfortunately, 

· our Kno�ledge of English is far to be per f ect . 

C.U.F.O.N. is written by the famo us word-processing program •Easy 

Script• for Commo dore 64, s o  that alleged files· will be avaiable to 



C. U.F. O . N. 

anyone. 

If number- of C-64 own e r-s will be qui1:e high, 1:her-e is an ambitious ide a 

in project : to pr-epare a suitable progr am for a re al computerized 

ma g a z i n e , ab 1 e t o r· u n o n 1: h e m i c r· o -c o rnp u t e r d i r e c t 1 y • 

An Apple Ilc version of such a newslet-ter could be av ai able in the near 

future. If the r e is someone abl e to prepare versions for other Kinds of 

computer , please contac-t us as soon as possi b le. In this w ay 1:he s ame 

pr o gr am could be used on differen -t machines . 

Th e f i r s t i s s u e o f " Th e C o mp u t e r U F 0 Ne w s 1 e t t e r· " w i 1 1 b e r e 1 e as e d i n 

July 1985 it will be �ent free of charge only to researchers who will 

reply the alleged questionnarie. For the following i s sues 1:he reques1: 

f o r a s ma 1 1 a mo u n t o f m o n e y ( t o c o v e r � p a r· t o f c o s t s ) w i 1 1 be 

pos sible. 

·.•JA ........................ J'.•.•t�.•J'.•J'.•J'.•.···················· .. ·•··••••·•·•·•·• .. ···r�r�.•.•.•.•.•.• ................ ".v.-.•. 

REMEMBER -. 

The newsletter 1 i-F e depends 

on your own cor.tr ibut ions 

only 



Th e I t a 1 i a r. S c e n e 

Co mp L-1 t e r  & U-Fo 1 og�_., in Italy 

An Abstract 

During 1984 �.ome pr·ojects relating the use of computer in 

uf ology h ave been started in Italy. 

1 i s  ts Bes ides s i mple applications as m ail 

bibliographies, speci al ef f orts h ave been directed 

es tablis hment of cat alogues of UFO events. 

and specific 

towards the 

Computer owned by It alian uf ologis ts are essentially of two 

Kinds : Commodore 64 < at leas t 8/9 ) and Apple II < 6/7 ) .  Moreover 

someone has acces s to mo re ·s ophis ticated s ystems as PC IBM, OLIVETTI 

M-20 � M-24, IBM/34 and others . 

Here is a brief s ummary of the chief ones 

... On a Texas Ins tr u ments 990/I have been stored all Italian cases 

happened in the 80's . Each entry presents date, hour, place and 

province, classificat ion and avaiable sources. 

Some statistical analyses have already been carried out on the 

whole sample, which contains IFO events too. The major aim of such a 

worK, edited by E.Russo in Turin, is to Keep constantly updated the 

Italian casuistry of the last years on a computer. 

Employing the same previous computer and the same database 

program, P.Fiorino is finishing his own catalogue of Italian CE3 

events. 

About 300 events and thousands of sources have been stored for 

this worK, including also hoaxes and contactee claims. 

C.U.N. ( Centro Ufologico Nazionale > - the Italian biggest group 

- started a project for the computerization of Italian c�suistry by a 

•networK • of Commodore-S4. Italian ufologists owning such a machine 

received a common database through which they should store their local 

UFO casuistry < on provincial or regional basis >. 



The !tal ian Scene 

Entries present all their fundamental data dat�, hour, place, 

province, classification and sources. 

According to the project, at least 25% of Known Italian UFO 

casuistry C that is some thousands of cases > w ould have to be avaiable 

on c o mp uter within the end of 1985. Data will be avaiable to anyone 

through floppy disK or cassette : some f i les are ready at moment. 

-..As t h e C - 6 4 m i c r o -c o rJl' u t e r d o e E· n • t a 1 1 o w t o d e v e 1 o p c o mp : e x 

statistical analyses on lar·ge mass of data, C.U.N. members are looK:.r.g 

for· a suitabl e intel".fac.e and softw al" e able to tl"ansfer· data fr·om C-·64 

to a mo I" e power f u 1 person a 1 computer < Ap p 1 e I I c , PC I BM, et c • • • • • . ) • 

M.Verga established a computerized version of his own ITACAT < 

Italian Catalogue of Type-1 events ) on a Commodore 64. 

It is structured on a four-programs series, including a detailed 

presentation <several pages of information directly on the screen ) 

and a pow erful special database, able to process the 425 entries in any 

w ay < enter, correct , print, sort, prder, etc . . • • • •  ). Special care has 

been devoted to graph i c , so that a c o 1 or TV or mo n it or is s t r· on g 1 Y 

recommended. 

The whole program is integrated by a written explanation about 

general information on ITACAT and how to use the software. 

M.Verga prepared other two catalogue of Italian sightings both 

are structured on a series of prograsms like ITACAT. Database programs 

are pratically the same. 

The first one is the catalogue of Italian Type-1 •negative" < IFO 

) events, including about 100 entries ; the second one is the catalogue 

of Italian 160 or so trace cases. 

All these three series of programs have been developed as simple 

referenc� worK, able to give a certain number of information about the 

reported cases. This was the sole objective of the author, as he didn't 

agree much with the full codification of witness UFO experiences. 

Copies of all above mentioned programs <including files >and 

their printed reports, as well as more detailed information about them, 

can be requested to the address of •The Computer UFO Newsletter•. 
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To all re aders 

QUESTIONNARIE 

( 1) Do you have a computer ? 

( 2 ) Wh at i s i t s e x a c t mo d e 1 ? 

(3 ) H ave you any o f  the follo�in g devices ? 

DISK DRIVE - PRINTER - CASSETTE RECORDER - <color) MONITOR - MODEM 

LIGHT PEN - EPROM PROGRAMMER - Others < • • • • • •  ?) 

<4> Have you access to a computer ( a mainframe, too ) ? Please give 

det ails . 

(5) How many programs have you for your own micro/personal cof'r1)uter ? 

Ple ase enclose a listin9 if possible. 

Have you any word-processing or database program? 

<S> Have y ou carried out any worK abcut ufology ? 

< catalogues of cases, booKs, magazines; mail lists; statistical 

analyses ; etc • • . • • •  ) 

(7) Do tou Know other researchers / groups from any country having a 

computer or able to use it ? 

Ple a se su pply n ames and addresses. 

Name 

Address 

Please send to 

Maurizio Verga 

via Matteotti 8� 

I-22072 Cermenate < Como ) 

ITALY 



How To Write Texts 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

Author s should prepare their own te�ts uusing a woord-processor . 

C -8 4 o w n e r· s a r· e s t r o n g 1 y r e c o m me n d e .j t o ma K e L� �- e o f • Ea s y S c r i p t " , 

follGwing these standards 

LEFT MARGIN 5 

RIGHT MARGIN 75 

TEXT LENGHT 55 

JUSTIFICATION on 

HE A 0 I f\X3S /F 0 OT I NGS at two s p a c e �- f r· o m s t a r t /bot to m of page 

Texts written by _ other _Kind of computer should adopt the above 

mentioned standards too. 

Authors are inviited to supply - together with a printed copy the 

file generated by the word-processor pn a f loppy disK or cassette. 

C-64 files could be supplied without printed version, but the latter is 

always preferrP.d. 

Papers composed on a normal typewriter besides having the above 

mentioned requirements - should be double spaced. Eventual sKetches and 

diagrams would have to be very clear and located on a different sheet, 

in order to maKe their reproduction easier. 

All papers must be written in English 

could be accepted. 

exceptionally, French language 

Contributions by authors are f ree of charge and will be published 

inside the newsletter just possible. 


